STRUGGLE  BETWEEN HEART AND THRONE        3!!

never   has   a   King  been   so  pilloried   or   dragged   through
the mud/1

Ludwig I had almost forgotten his friend in Italy. He still
wrote to her, it is true, but his letters sounded curt, embarrassed,
and rather conscience-smitten. Up to this time Mariannina had
only heard conflicting rumours, but it was now clear to her that
the reason the King had not visited her for so many years lay
with a woman whose power was infinitely greater than that of any
of her predecessors. In vain she begged him to come to the south
after these latest incidents, 'for Italy means healing for you, and
your dear presence means the same to me/2

The Marchesa's second husband, Waddington the Englishman,
read The Times regularly. One day he showed his wife the
announcement by Lola Montez. That was too much for her. She
regarded all that was happening in Munich as a personal insult.
She decided to throw discretion to the winds and in letter No. 1157
told Ludwig exactly what she thought. 'How deeply I am pained
by these matters and how humiliated I feel that such a person
should enjoy your confidence and kindness!' But Mariannina was
even more curious than indignant. 'Are you really in love with
her, and to what point has this love reached? For the sake of your
honour, such a woman must be removed from Bavaria. . . .
Lieber Lodovico, I beg and entreat you, send this dreadful woman
away from you ... If you do not reassure me on this subject, I
shall lose my health and even my life. ... As you are aware, our
relations are known to all... and you humiliate me deeply by
placing a beautiful rival of notorious reputation at your side.'
But even this old friendship had no effect, and Mariannina's letters
were accorded the same indignant reception as others. Ludwig
answered the letters3 but his impatience was evident in every line,
and it was easy to see he considered she should not interfere in
matters which did not concern her. Under these circumstances
he forbade his son Max to pay a visit to Perugia on his return from
Greece. 1 do not wish, and I have my reasons, that you should
accept the invitation of Countess Baccinetti-Waddington/4
Mariannina was angry and a fresh campaign against Lola Montez

1  Ludwig I to Tann, Munich, 30th March, 1847.   Tann family archives.

2  This and what follows is in Mariannina's letters Nos. 1153, 1157, 1160,
1161, 1162, and 1163, from Perugia, 6th March, 4th, 7th, 21st, and 26th April,
and 7th to 16th May, 1847.  Munich H.A.

8 Letter No. 1868.

4 Ludwig I to Crown Prince Maximilian, Munich, 26th April, 1847.   Munich
H.A.